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The Jewels of Europe 
 
Integration of historical, social, economic, environmental and animal welfare issues as a comparative study of agronomy, 
horticulture, plant production and utilization, animal science, and leadership in Europe and the United States. 
 
COURSES 

 
HORT 475 (3 credits):  The Jewels of Europe 
 
HORT 675 (3 credits): The Jewels of Europe 
 
ANSC 475 (3 credits):  The Jewels of Europe 
 
ANSC 675 (3 credits): The Jewels of Europe 
 
LEAD 200 (3 credits): The Jewels of Europe 
 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

 
France, Germany, and the Netherlands 
Types of accommodations: Hotels 
 
 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 
The course is an on-campus and seventeen-day travel abroad course involving a trip to The Netherlands, Germany and 
France with mandatory pre- and post-travel class meetings regarding the course subjects. An attempt is made to integrate 
historical, social, economic, environmental and animal welfare issues as a comparative study of agronomy, horticulture, 
plant production and utilization, and animal science in Europe and the United States. Various marketing and production 
sites will be visited.  Emphasis will be on innovations on crop and livestock production/ animal products, as well as 
traditional methods of European agriculture. Further emphasis is placed on issues as a comparative study of leadership 
development and practice in Europe and the United States. 
 
Horticulture specific Objectives: 

 Compare agricultural variables between Europe and the US 

 Develop an appreciation for horticultural preservation as it is practiced in Europe 

 Determine the practices and problems of plant and animal production in Europe versus the US 

 Distinguish between the value of plants grown in Europe as a raw crop and as value-added products; compare to the products 
of KY 

 Describe the approach to landscapes and the variety of gardens seen in Europe 

 Experience living in another culture 

 Adapt knowledge learned to further success in your field of study 
 

Animal Science specific Objectives:  

 Apply animal science terminology. 

 Compare and contrast EU/US livestock production and industry, including animal products. 

 Compare and contrast EU/US livestock management practices including welfare aspects 
 
Leadership specific Objectives: 

 Students, at the conclusion of this course, will gain knowledge of leadership concepts, leadership theory, an 
understanding of leadership assessment, and will better understand their own leadership skills and abilities. 
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 Identify behaviors of effective leaders. 

 Gain an understanding of applying leadership aspects to various situations and contexts 

 Gain an overview of tools available for measuring and improving leadership effectiveness 

 Experience living in another culture 

 Adapt knowledge learned to further success in your field of study 
 
 
 
PROGRAM DETAILS 

 
LOCATION:  France, Germany, and the Netherlands 
 
ACADEMIC TERM: Summer 2014: June 12 – 28, 2014   

ITINERARY (subject to change)   

 

The schedule is subject to change due to educational opportunities that may arise unexpectedly, the vagaries of weather, 
and other factors beyond the control of the course instructors and staff. 
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ELIGIBILITY 

 Graduate student in good standing (Graduate Catalog p.30). 

 Undergraduate students with 3.2 cumulative GPA, good standing in the Honors College, or permission of the instructor. 

 Permission of instructor(s) is required. 

 Current WKU student eligible to register for WKU courses may apply. Students from outside WKU may participate as 
visiting students.  

 Students must be 18 years of age or older at time of departure (parent/guardian permission for anyone under 18 at 
time of departure).  

 Students must possess passport valid for at least six (6) months after return date. 

 Students must be free of active disciplinary sanctions as verified by Judicial Affairs. 

 Students must complete all pre-departure orientations. 

 Full payment prior to departure is required. 

 Students must complete the Study Abroad & Global Learning application process prior to being registered in this 
course.  We suggest you start this application process immediately and respond to all emails promptly  

BASE PACKAGE 

 
Cost:  $4,800 
 
Included in Base Package 
 Undergraduate tuition for 3 credit hours ($1,090 value) or Graduate tuition for 3 Credit hours($1401 value). 
 Fourteen-nights of accommodations in France, Germany, and the Netherlands 
 Course-related ground transportation in Europe 
 Course-related entrance fees in Europe 
 Round-trip flight between Nashville and Amsterdam 
 International medical insurance 

 
Excluded from Base Package 
 Transportation between your departure airport and your home.  
 Independent travel (non-program travel). 
 Meals, services, and beverages not included during course-related field programs. 
 Personal expenses such as laundry, phone service, and Internet access. 
 Tips for guides and drivers not included in program-related activity. 
 Travel cancellation/interruption insurance.  Highly recommended. 
 Meals & Services and beverages not mentioned in the program 
 Baggage fees and costs associated with flight / program changes 

 
 
Study Abroad courses are not eligible for employee tuition waivers or discounts.  Final program fee subject to change due 
to travel arrangements. 
 
 

Green Sheet subject to change due to adjustment in program or pricing. 

  

http://www.wku.edu/winter/visiting.php
http://www.wku.edu/flsa/application/
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TERMS & CONDITIONS 
 

Your TopNet Account will be billed according to the 
following Payment Schedule: 
 
February 1, 2014 - Priority deadline for application with 
non-refundable $250 deposit* 
 
February 1, 2014 – Program Fee will be charged to 
student’s TopNet account. Balance must be paid prior 
to program departure.  Students applying after this date 
will be billed on a rolling basis. 
 
* Deposit paid by student directly with a credit card – 
NOT billed to student account.    

Penalty for Withdrawal or Non-payment: 
 
After February 1: 25% of program cost 
After March 1:  50% of program cost 
After April 1:  75% of program cost 
After May 1:  100% of program cost (No refund).  
 
If a balance remains after the payment due date, 
the participant may be dropped from the program.  A student 
may remain in the program by providing an award notification 
from WKU’s Student Financial Assistance that verifies ability to 
pay the program fee immediately after aid is received. 

 
 
LOGISTICAL CONSIDERATIONS   

 

 Passport Requirements - Each participant must have a passport that includes an expiration date, which is 6 months 
beyond the last date of the program.  

 
 
LIABILITY DISCLAIMER 

Western Kentucky University and its associates are not responsible for any loss due to theft, personal injury, flight or weather delays, 
negligence, or default of suppliers, or suppliers changing of itineraries. They and their associates are not responsible for any loss due to 
travel/flight delays or changes in travel plans due to Acts of Nature or other unforeseen circumstances, nor are we responsible for 
accidents and medical care. Tour services are furnished by independent contractors who are not agents or servants of Western Kentucky 
University. Refunds are not available for unused portions of the package.  

 

 
 
 
 


